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only about 3 francs a volume, in paper covers, — about 25 cents 
at the present rate of exchange. Unfortunately, the price in 
New York is likely to be much higher, for some reason that book- 
buyers cannot comprehend but that importers seem to feel that 
they can justify in spite of the fact that the books are admitted 
duty free and that the postage is only nominal. 

David Eugene Smith. 

Memoire sur la Chaieur. By M. Lavoisier and de Laplace, 
Paris, Gauthier-Villars et Cie, 1920, pp. 78 + 2 plates. 

This memoir originally appeared in the Memories de I'Acade- 
mie des Sciences, in 1780, and is now republished in accord with 
the general plan of M. Solvine, the editor of the series ' ' Les Mait- 
res de la Pensee Scientifique. " This plan is to make available 
for French students, at a nominal price, some of the great scien- 
tific classics which have appeared in their language, but which 
are now out of print. This particular memoir was written by two 
of the best-known scientists living in Prance at the period of the 
Revolution and it represents the enthusiasm of young manhood. 
An Edinburgh scientist, Joseph Black, had already worked upon 
the theory of latent and specific heat and had devised various 
calorimetric methods. Laplace, then only thirty-one years old, 
and Lavoisier, six years his senior, took up the problem and, in 
this work, they gave the results of their experiments. They set 
forth new methods of measuring heat and applied these methods 
to the determination of the specific heat of various substances 
as related to that of water taken as a standard. They then con- 
sidered the general theory of heat as based upon these observa- 
tions. 

The work is not one of special importance to the teacher of 
mathematics, but to the physicist it will be interesting and profi- 
table reading. 

David Eugene Smith. 



